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Xinjiang boasts mineral riches

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region is
experiencing rapid growth which is sup-
porting the region’s industrialization.

During a presentation at China Mining, the
region’s Department of Land and Resources
Leading Party group member Hu Jianwei said,
“We will cautiously study and grasp the devel-
opment trend, seize and make good use of the
development chance, advance with the times,
develop and innovate, carry out coal resource
exploitation in a down-to-earth manner, promote
transformation of advantageous resources and
economic and social development in Xinjiang.”

Xinjiang is a resource-based region with 138
various minerals, 94 of which have verified
resource reservations. The province has five
mineral reserves ranked first in China, nine sec-
ond, 27 in the top five and 41 in the top 10.

It has an estimated oil resource of 20.9 billion
tonnes, more than 30% of China’s total, estimat-
ed gas resources of 10.4 trillion cubic metres or
34% of China’s total and estimated coal resource
of 2.19 trillion tonnes or 40% of China’s total.
There are also substantial copper, iron and vari-
ous non-ferrous metal resources.

Since the 10th Five Year Plan, Xinjiang has
seen continuous enhancement of exploration
and development of mineral resources.

Since 2001 about 1 billion Yuan has been
invested in basic geological surveys. Through
basic geological development, Xinjiang has
identified a large number of geochemical anom-
alies and mineral occurrences, laying down a
foundation for further exploration.

From 2001 to 2008, about 4.5 billion Yuan
was invested in exploration. Significant progress
has been made in coal, uranium, iron, gold, cop-
per, nickel, lead, zinc, antimony, tungsten,
molybdenum, sylvite, sodium nitrate and special
non-metallic mineral resources.

Sixty-nine large and medium-sized mineral
deposits have been found and evaluated with
reported resource reserves of 107.9 billion
tonnes of coal, 0.6 billion tonnes of iron, 0.25
billion tonnes of sylvite, 6.612 million tonnes of
copper, 0.375 million tonnes of nickel, 6.29 mil-
lion tonnes of lead and zinc, 0.21 million tonnes
of gold, 0.24 million tonnes of vanadium, 1.15
million tonnes of titanium, 0.14 million tonnes
of molybdenum, 0.016 million tonnes of tung-
sten, 0.1 million tonnes of antimony, 0.25 billion
tonnes of sodium nitrate, 0.6 billion tonnes of
bentonite and 26.63 million tonnes of andalusite.

EXPLORATION and development in

China regional focus

The proportion of Xinjiang’s gross mining
output has been increasing. In 2007 the region
had 3156 mining enterprises and 126.877 billion
Yuan of mining production, accounting for
36.5% of gross industrial output. Compared
with 2000, production of crude oil increased by
40%, natural gas 490%, coal 60%, iron ore
610% and nickel 580%.

The CPC Xinjiang Autonomous Region
Committee and Xinjiang Autonomous Regional
People’s Government have been attracting large
enterprises to resources projects with strong
development potential. The region now hosts
nearly 80 national large enterprises.

Coal exploration has been a major focus with
Xinjiang attracting 16 large enterprises with esti-
mated investment of 416.3 billion Yuan. The
investment in exploration and development of
metals and non-metallic minerals is 74.3 million
Yuan with 11 large enterprises attracted.

Hu Jianwei says while there have been many
advancements, there are still deficiencies which
officials are addressing. These include low level
basic geological and mineral exploration, insuf-
ficient large and medium-sized areas for devel-
opment, unreasonable structure of development
and utilization of mineral resources, small scale
mine development, low comprehensive utiliza-
tion and further processing capacity, inadequate
institutional mechanisms and insufficient preci-
sion in mine administration and management.

“However, we believe, with attention and
support from the state and the autonomous
region the exploration and development of
Xinjiang mineral resources will be bound to
make new breakthroughs.”

A number of targets have been set with the
aim of completion by the end of the 12th Five
Year Plan, including increasing coverage of
regional geological survey on a 1:50,000 scale
by 8%; new discoveries of 100 deposits urgent-
ly needed by the state and 20-30 ore concentra-
tion areas with potential of large mineral
resources; and gaining an additional 1 billion
tonnes of iron, 10 million tonnes of copper, 10
million tonnes of lead and zinc, 0.3 million
tonnes of tungsten, 300 billion tonnes of coal, 30
million tonnes of sylvite and 200 million tonnes
of sodium nitrate.
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